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This view, which from the present state of our
knowledge seems to have most in its favour, leads us to
find the characteristic of whispering in the fact that,
the mechanism being in other respects the same, the
element of tone in loud speech is replaced by a laryngeal
noise.

THE VOWELS.

By " vowels " we understand those articulate sounds,
the basis of which consists of a tone produced in the
larynx, and in which, the mouth being open, the sonant
current of air passes out either directly through the cavity
of the mouth alone, or also through the nasal cavity.
They approach in many ways very nearly to the con-
sonants, but the sounds most nearly related to them
are n, m, and ng, which, like the vowels, are based
upon laryngeal tone, and are only distinguished from
the latter by the fact that the mouth being shut the
current of air which produces them can only escape
through the nasal cavity. From this close relationship
with the vowels the three sounds have been excluded
from the category of consonants, and formed into a sepa-
rate group, under the name of "resonants." Although,
however, this division is entirely justifiable and well
founded, the designation " resonants" is not happily
chosen, as it seems to imply that the influence of re-
sonance is characteristic of the conformation of these
sounds, while the vowels stand in precisely the same
relation and are equally indebted to the influence of
resonance for their peculiar conformation.

Moreover, the character of this resonance has even
occasioned the division of the vowels into two classes:
pure vowels and nasal vowels. The resonance of the